Most physicists surveying media coverage of this topic would agree. However the purpose of the media is to tell an interesting story, not to present detailed scientific evidence. Consequently, contrarian, alarmist and controversial views are often given equal time, even when their scientific basis is demonstrably weak. The literature on this complex subject being indeed highly specialized, it is not easy to explain to newspaper readers and TV viewers. However, much of the physics behind global warming is a familiar part of a particle physicist's general background. In evaluating it, we therefore owe it to ourselves, and to those members of the general public with whom we may discuss it, to apply the same critical faculties we use in our own work.
